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IV. The Rapture: The ‘Darkness’ is left behind *

1 Cor. 15:51-58, Phil. 3:21, and 1 Thess. 4:13-18

L%- the conclusion of Section III, we have “considered the Apostle

and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus”, #eb. 31, and have undoubted;:
come to the realisation that, as believers in our Lord and Saviour Jesus Chri-t.
we have actually become “partakers of the heavenly calling, ... for it hecarae
Him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in br'ngir g \nany
children unto glory, to make the Captain of their Salvation j <rfuc. through
sufferings ... Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and bloxg,
He also Himself likewise took part of the same; that throi g’ death He miokx
destroy him that had the power of death... Wherefoie i. ali tningz i heoved
Him to be made like unto His brethren”, #eh 2:10 142 77. He “was made in the
likeness of men; And, being found in fashion as a inan, He h» mb'ed Himself
and became obedient unto death, even the dr.aui ¢ f the Cro.s”, v 2:788, and
as a consequence to His redemptive sar:ific» we will, in 'ike manner, be
made unto His likeness: “Beloved, ncvv ve are the cfddren of God, and it
doth not yet appear what we shal’ be, Lut we kraw that, when He shall
appear, we shall be like Him; for w 2 shall see Hun as He is”, 1jobn 3:2

There is a multitude of reference: ccneerning the return of Christ to
the Earth, which is in realiv;” biphasic eve..ts, not a process, as follows: first,
the ‘private’ return tu t1e Vhurch, rawely : The Rapture, to be followed by
His ‘public’ appear.wicu in the so--ailcd Second Advent or Second coming,
Matt. 24:29-31, in orde, *» establich (e Davidic/Messianic Kingdom, as detailed
in Section V, ».%19:1-16, when o 1c: again “His feet shall stand in that day upon
the Mount or Oves, ... a1 d the LORD, my God shall come, and all the saints
with iz, ", Zach 14445, when He will finally accomplish the world-wide
convevs.~v ; nd sy tuel regeneration, as detailed in Section VII.

Although the word Rapture’ is nowhere to be found in the Scripture,
be .t the K).?, «r indeed any other English translation, however, the term
)ecamre raiher popular from the mid-nineteenth century onwards, more

*  “Left Behind” is a borrowed expression from the apocalyptic fictional series of 12 books by
Tim Francis LaHaye and Jerry Bruce Jenkins, which started in 1995, that depicts the condition of
the Earth and those ‘left behind’ after the Rapture. Although this glorious time for the Christian
believers, the aftermath on Earth is unimaginable, as depicted in this fictional series, with
potential darkness that will spread over all the Earth, which we will leave behind.



foreknowledge of God all other Dispensations failed. As a principle, grace is
set in contrast with the Law: “For the Law was given by Moses, but grace and
truth came by Jesus Christ”, jokn 1:17, “For the Grace of God that bringeth
salvation hath appeared to all men”, 7ius 2:17. It commenced in 4D, 29, with
the Death of Christ on the Cross of Calvary and His Resurrection, nearly 2000
years ago, and it is by far the longest dispensation in which we currently live
and enjoy as Christian believers in the Lord Jesus Christ. It is the r:al
‘intermission’ between the two phases of His Kingdom on Earth, but its effact
will last throughout the Eternity. There is so much that can be writ’e’ 1bout
the Grace of God, and here I would like to quote the concluding » ~rus of St.
John’s Gospel: “there are also many other things which Jesus did, if they
should be written, I suppose that even the world itself co’::3 not contain th»
books that should be written. Amen”, jokn 21:25.

Suffice it to say, that as humanity is plurg~d into an intolerable but
quite characteristic perpetual spiritual darknrss, "\nd as “The LORD looked
down from heaven upon the children of mea, w0 see if the: = were any that
did understand, and seek God”. Alas! “Tr.c ~ ave all gon= a: ray, they are all
together become filthy, there is none “ha. 4ueth gocd, nn, not one”, ps 14:1-3.
This description was then paraphrised Ly St. Pzul, 'wno for emphasis says:
“As it is written, there is none rif,n 2cus, no, not vng, ..."” then he enlisted the
errors of their ways, and con-iuaca with tie rea: cause, for “there is no fear
of God before their eyes”, tn. ~.10-18, o much so that “the wrath of God is
revealed from heaven zgainst all une ndliness and unrighteousness of men”,
rom. 1:18. Notwithst.ma'ng, in the eturnal council of the Godhead, a plan for
salvation was desio1ea througi. Chiist Jesus. And though God “will have all
men to be sa~=d and to comz ~a to the knowledge of the truth”, 1 nim 24, it is
quite regre*nb.> that the majority of humankind remain in disbelief .

I'cvonclusion

£.swe have rov finally arrived at the sgg{lgl_: Triad’ which will unveil
th= upcomine history of the world and the impending large-scale extinction
ot vhe wihe.iev ng human race, for the Righteous and Holy God will finally
put ai end *o all the sin and wickedness on the Earth, which is currently
inhabitel oy 7.8Billion people; but He is also gracious and merciful, and out
of the estimated 775 Billion people, that has ever trod the Earth, many
Billions, including the innumerable innocent children, will fill the Father’s
house and will take part in the forthcoming future events, only because of
“the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, who, though He was rich, yet for your
sakes He became poor, that ye through His poverty might be rich”, 2 cor. 8:9.



them, and show them the manner of the king who shall reign over them”, and
even when Samuel enumerated a whole list of acts of misdemeanour,
corruption, nepotism, and abuse of power, 1 sam 89-18, nevertheless they
foolishly still accepted and in utter stubbornness they answered Samuel:
“Nay, but we will have a hAuman king over us”, 1 sam. 819, and so, Saul was
anointed king of Israel!s sam. 70:12. And he proved to be man of blood and
violence, whose reign was a constant warfare on every side. He was a so
frequently visited by an evil spirit, and became quite crazy and mad. F nzlly,
he became irate and very jealous of David, his then chief warrior ard ,n-in-
Law, and who subsequently became God’s anointed King Buc Saul
harboured hatred and vengeance towards David, and repeate\'ly attempte 1
to kill him. It is no wonder that God refused Saul to contiru> to rule over His
people, Israel, for “Then came the word of the LORD uritc S=muel; sa ing: It
repenteth me that I have set up Saul to be king; for »:e .5 turned back from
following me, and hath not performed my comi andments. “i.°d it grieved
Samuel, and he cried unto the LORD all night”, 7-wm. 15:1087 . Fowever, “The
LORD said unto Samuel: How long wilt thou meurn for Souy, seeing I have
rejected him from reigning over Israel? F I’ thine horz -v:t% oil, and go; I will
send thee to Jesse, the Bethlehemite; 10t 1 have pro\*d:d me a king among
his sons”, 1 sam 16:1, and from henccio) th the days ¢ f Saul as King of Israel
were numbered, and the rest is .xstury, as the? say, for the Kingdom of God
was henceforth established g1 ezrth, ali:.ougu it is as yet not manifest.

Sadly, but not surpiisiugly, hisory repeated itself. Indeed, more than
1050 years elapsed s.nec che ‘eldes o1 Israel’ in Ramah refused God to be
their King and di! n»t xnow wi at vhey got themselves into, in like manner
‘the chief pri~sts of the Jews 7 Gabbatha behaved exactly in the same way,
for “they krow ot what *hey u0”, Luke 23:34.

T.uo refusal of “ne Lo ~d’s kingship, was again demonstrated fairly early
on at *he first adver s tur “In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in
tke vilaerness »f JuZea, and saying: Repent ye; for the Kingdom of Heaven is
ot hand”. a3 &2, Alas! “Jesus came unto His own, and His own received
Jir«not”, ok 211, and this rejection extended all the way unto Mount Calvary,
so that 'wh~n Pilate rather by inspiration “saith unto the Jews: Behold your
King! But they cried out: Away with Him, away with Him, crucify Him! Pilate
saith unto them: Shall I crucify your King? The chief priests answered: we
have no king but Czesar”, jokn 19:14215. And again, as “Pilate wrote a title, and
put it on the Cross, and the writing was: JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE
JEWS, ... and it was written in Hebrew, and Greek, and Latin (jesus nazarenus



fulfilled, consequently, therefore, it has also overlapped with the subsequent
dispensation of the Davidic Kingdom.

{B.jSixthly, the Dispensation of ‘The Kingdom i.e., The Davidic Kingdom,
histoﬁcally it began ¢ 1011 BCE, which overlapped the Mosaic Dispensation.
It started with God’s rejection of Saul, the first king of Israel, as He chose
David to rule instead, who was received as King, initially over Judah =
Hebron, then eventually over the whole of Israel, with Jerusalem as the
capital. This kingdom lasted, albeit divided after the reign of King Solu:a¢n,
for 425 years, until it came to an abrupt end, although only ter ‘vorar.ly, at
the Babylonian captivity in 586 BCE, and it will remain in ab¢on e until thz
restoration for the Messianic reign, in the future Millennial Kingdom, of the
greatest son of David, the Lord Jesus Christ, as will be d’scussed.ir 1oore
details in Section VI, vide infra.

However, I believe that it might be profitaL': tu entertair the Kingdom
as it was in the past, in order that we are bettr r #nabled to appreciate more
the one which is to come in the future, as fol owz.

The first occurrence of the wora Kingdom’ 1. tne Scripture, with
reference to the Divine rule, is in Erudes 22:6, whirn maiked the beginning of
a new relationship with the hum. raze, namely: the Theocratic Kingdom of
the Almighty God. It began v.he~ “The LLnD coiled unto Moses out of the
mountain saying: “Thus stai: thou say *uv he house of Jacob, and tell the
children of Israel: Ye ha < ~ecn what ' did uato the Egyptians, and how I bore
you on eagles’ win~s e nl Erought y ou .nto myself. Now therefore, if ye will
obey my voice iide=q, and kecn n.y Covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar
treasure untn me abuve all eunly; for all the earth is mine; And ye shall be
unto me a Kingdem of Priests, and an holy nation. These are the words which
thou shalt speak un*u toe children of Israel”, e 19:36, Alas! Yet again
humiankin ! in gener.l, and the chosen people of God, in particular, would
not. o ratleer cou’d uot, keep our side of the relationship with our Divine
makur, for only in just few generations we refused that God should rule over
us, interast.ng); it was coincidentally also about 425 years following their
iiberztion om their Egyptian bondage, when “All the elders of Israel
gatherel' «hemselves together, and came to Samuel unto Ramah, and said
unto him: ... Now make us a King to judge us, like all the nations... And the
LORD said unto Samuel: Hearken unto the voice of the people in all that they
say unto thee; for they have not refused thee, but they have rejected me, that
I should not reign over them”, 1 sam 8:+-7. They asked for a human, not God, to
rule over them and despite the warning: “Howbeit, yet protest solemnly unto



rex judazeorum). Then said the chief priests of the Jews to Pilate: Write not,
The King of the Jews, but, He said, I am King of the Jews. Pilate answered:
What I have written, | have written”, jokn 19:19-22. For, indeed, “He is despised
and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; and we
hid as it were our faces from Him; He was despised and we esteemed Him
not”, isa 53:3. And as the chief priests who had declared Czasar as their King
and refused Jesus, the Son of God, they approvingly handed Him to ‘he
Roman soldiers who cruelly “led Him away into the hall, called Praetcrium;
and they call together the whole band”, Mark 15:16, to make a spectacie € iim,
“And when they had plaited a crown of thorns, they put it upcn His head.
and gave Him areed in His right hand; and they bowed the kne = vefore Hir,
and mocked Him, saying: Hail, King of the Jews!” Maet 27:2. And when ¢n th »
Cross, the chief priests mocked Him too, “saying: If thou 2= the V.«ny, of tne
Jews, save thyself ”, Luke 23:37, and again “Let Christ, the Kiag of Israel d=scend
now from the Cross, that we may see and believe ', Ma. ¥ 15:32. T.:icre and then,
Daniel’s prophecy of the seventy weeks of yezre, ‘.e., one ““veck” to indicate
seven years: “And after threescore and two weeks shall h'essiah be cut off,
but not for Himself ", pan 9:26, literally sha ] a2ve noth’..7 € cegal glory which
was rightly His, which was accurately 1:Ifilled wben He died on the Cross in
AD. 29/30, without restoring the Ki..gc om, for the t'me being , until He will
come again in the second Adven. {or the es . biishinent of His Kingdom upon
Earth.

Indeed, the time wi'l so0on crme when finally, “He shall see of the
travail of His sou, anu shall he satisfied; by His knowledge shall my
Righteous Servan: iustuy many, for He shall bear their iniquities. Therefore,
will I divide ¥*m a portion w/i*a the great, and He shall divide the spoil with
the strorg; becouse He hath poured out His soul unto death; and He was
numbered \vith the tra..= ressors; and He bare the sin of many, and made
intecrcesic o for the ti cusg.essors”, sa53:11&12. And having “made Himself of
no 'eputation, 2ad couk upon Him the form of a servant, and was made in the
likencss of ron, And being found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself,
anc became ~b.dient unto death, even the death of the Cross. Wherefore God
also Lith highly exalted Him, and given Him a name which is above every
name: Ti.at at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven,
and things in earth, and things under the earth; And that every tongue should
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father”, pait 2:7-11.

@ Seventh, and finally, the Dispensation of Grace or the period of
Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ i.e. The Jesuit . It was instituted because in the
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throughout history, has the potential to be brought back into true fellowship
with God, thankfully this is still extant, “Therefore, thou art inexcusable, O
man; ... or despisest thou the riches of His goodness and forbearance and
long-suffering; not knowing that the patience of God leadeth thee to
repentance *?” Rom. 2:1-4.

Then, at Mmm. the milliard believers in Christ Jesus, ‘whc
faithfully and sincerely put their trust in Him’, will be transported away from
this temporal scene of darkness, death and decay, unto the Mansions ~t iz At
in eternal bliss and glory, for “the dead in Christ shall first rise, a..1we vvhich
are alive and remain shall be caught up together to meet the i, in the air”,
1 Thess. 4:16817. And as we wait for His imminent return for us, anu I genuincly
believe that this glorious event will take place very soor, <ven in 2z timz,
and therefore we ought to lead our lives with this pruspect in 1ah.4, os St
Paul wrote to Timothy to avoid covetousness; 2. te many foolish and
hurtful lusts, which drown men in spiritual dezitru-tion and ;‘er\'ition, “But
thou, O man of God, flee these things; aud fo.low after righteousness,
godliness, faith, love, patience, meeknes~. Tight the goad 1ight of faith, lay
hold on eternal life, whereunto thou -t >'20 callec. ... that thou keep this
commandment without spot, unreb ak=aule, unti’ t=.c appearing of our Lord
Jesus Christ”, 1 7im. 6:9-14, “And ev..rn man that hati> tisis hope in Him purifieth
himself, even as He is pure”, 1 ohn .. But the " apuare will consequently leave
in its wake a trail of unimag inatle chaos amungst those left behind on Earth,
because by then a void or ony rema’: ing real moral compass must become
noticeable. The “Tr’'2ls anu the grea™ Tibulations’ will then follow and will
undoubtedly ove: vielin the Eorth, for a period of 7 years, which are
absolutely esscntial for the ru-pose of cleansing the Earth from evil, in
preparatior {or e visibl 2 return of Christ Jesus to reign upon the Earth.

5 Neverthelcss, L e Kingdom, aka The Millennium Kingdom, vide
supr, Nnhicp will iipioeudiately follow, is a Kingdom of peace and rest, when
the currently < *muustrable darkness of the human ‘government’ will be
w2 sforme invo the perceptible Light of the “Kingdom of heaven”, a: 3.2,
yor ‘he Lord Jusus Christ shall return to Earth, as the long-awaited Messiah,
and “in Yis times He shall show, who is the Blessed and only Potentate, the
King of Kings, and the Lord of Lords”, 1 Tim 6:15, for He shall reign for a 1000
years, Rev. 20:4. He is presently eagerly awaited not only by the Christian

* The English word ‘Repent’ is a translation of a Greek verb ‘metanoeé’, which means to have
another mind, or to change one’s mind, in this sense it genuinely refers to spiritual regeneration.



